A Cobblestone
Publication

OF HIS HORSE..

TALK

NOTHING BUT

ALTHOUGH
DURLAST
annieast... ke

E THE IDES OF

&
A =]
AHORSE, MY =

: (1 TTn BE— xcoom =§§ E 7B
THAT IS THE e =2 DVING. 2

SNESTAELR: V°MLLeSGEHINGDEM run ALITAEEPRENES S




gown with golden
threads or a richly
‘embroidered waistcoat to
wear to an aftemoon’s
performance of The
Tempest at London's
Blackiriars Theatre.
Imagine now carefully
putting on those stylish
clothes and applying
expensive perfume.
At great expense, you hire
a coach to take
you there in

BLACKFRIARS,
THEN AND
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grand fashion and stop at the feather sellers
before proceeding to Blackiriars.

You pay the admission, which is about six
times the cost of the cheapest ticket at the
Globe. After entering the theater, you look
around in the flickering candlelight to see
who else is there. You toss your cloak over
one shoulder to reveal your expensive
clothing, making certain that people take
notice. It is 1611, and Blackfriars is the place
to be for London’s wealthy and powerful.

Once inside, you head for the front and
take your seat on a gallant’s stool right
on the stage. Candles illuminate the
entire theater. The glittering jewels, golden
garments, satins, silks, and feathers worn
by the audience are as much a part of the
scenery as the costumed actors on stage.

The actors, all male, play multiple roles,
a practice known as doubling. Young
boys play the roles of women.

The play begins, and you let
yourself imagine that you are being
tossed about at sea in a violent
storm that sends you, shipwrecked,
t0 a tropical fland. A winged sprit
sings, accompanied
by a lute. You laugh
at the “monster
of the isle” with
four legs and two
voices, attend the




Teens from the.
Blackfriars Youth
Company Theatre Camp
rehearse and perform
Shakespeare’s works in

the re-creation of
London’s Blackfriars

G
and opposite).

engagement
of Ferdinand
and Miranda,
and watch
the masque
performed by the
spirits Iris, Juno,
and Ceres. There
are no special
effects, elaborate
scenery, o fancy lighting. This is the
theater of the imagination.
Unfortunately, the London
Blackfriars burned in 1666, but today if you

travel to Staunton, Virginia, you can go to The actors are men, women, and,
the world's only re-creation of the original  sometimes, teens from the Blackiriars Young
Blackfriars. You will not need to pawn your  Company Theatre Camp. Women play men.
everyday clothes to attend. Unlike the Men play women. All play multiple roles.
original Blackfriars, the Staunton re-creation  There are still no special effects, elaborate
makes Shakespeare  scenery, o high-tech wizardry—just simple
Pawning means available to everyone.  costumes, music, and Shakespeare’s own
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